They probably commence as an exudation, and appear and vanish in some cases within a few days. The question has been raised whether the nodules in erythema nodosum are of the same origin. "Waslibourne and others, however, consider the rheumatic theory of this disease at least unproven.
Bacteriology.?A. S. Wohlman2 describes the various organisms which have been put forward as peculiar to acute rheumatism, and shows that Aclialme's bacillus has been accepted by many other authors, while its special properties help to explain the common clinical symptoms of the disease. Thus it is killed by minute quantities of salicylic acid, gives off a sour smell by the evolution of lactic and other acids, and when grown in sterilised urine causes a copious precipitation of urates. When injected into small animals it causes local oedema and death, and its presence in the blood often leads to an invasion by various forms of cocci, by which it seems to be replaced in the later stages. In appearance it sometimes resembles the antlirax bacillus, stains by Gram 
